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Challenge

There is an overwhelming scientific consensus that humans are changing the
climate. This consensus is not reflected in the general community, which is
hindering an effective response.

The case for human-induced climate change is accepted in the peer-reviewed science
(97 to 99 per cent).! The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, which provides
the objective, scientific view and reviews all available scientific data, is unequivocal on
this.?2 As global economies have industrialised, carbon dioxide (CO2) concentration has
increased from 278 ppm in 1750 to 415 ppm today - the highest level in around two
million years.® These additional greenhouse gas emissions are trapping more heat
and changing the climate. Unless emissions are substantially limited, there will be
severe impacts across the globe.*

In Australia, nine of the ten hottest years on record occurred since 2005° and, now in
early in 2019, records are again being broken; the nation experienced its hottest
January on record, which followed its hottest December, in 2018. ¢ Rising sea-levels,
floods, drought, fire, extreme heat and damaging weather events are just some of the
many impacts that will continue to increase in the years to come.”

Across the globe, 185 countries have ratified United Nations’ Paris Agreement and are
attempting to keep global temperature rise this century below 2°C above pre-
industrial levels and ideally below 1.5°C.8

Despite the overwhelming scientific evidence for human-induced climate change and
global efforts to address the problem, significant confusion persists within the
community, political spheres, and other sectors. Only 56 to 65 per cent of the
Australian public accept that climate change is driven by human activity.” Reasons for
the discrepancy likely involve several factors, including exposure to contrary
information in the media, optimism bias, discounting the future, ideological positions
that are dismissive of climate change and mistrust of institutions.*°

The community, is struggling to introduce an efficient, effective and stable climate
response to drive down greenhouse gas pollution, systematically adapt and meet
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emissions reduction targets.!! While the reasons for inaction are numerous and
complex, a significant barrier to effective action has been the widespread confusion
about both the problem and an appropriate response.

The community needs help to understand the climate challenge and highlight the
opportunities involved with the transition to net zero emissions, so that appropriate
action can be taken at the individual level through to the policy level.

Our Response

Lord Mayor’s Charitable Foundation is increasing understanding of the climate
challenge by providing accessible, evidence-based information to the public, which
will assist all levels of government and the community to respond to the challenge
effectively.

The best practice for communicating the climate challenge involves the use of clear
messages, that are repeated often by trusted sources. Climate scientists, farmers,
firefighters, paramedics, doctors, weather presenters and nurses are the most
trusted sources in Victoria. Information on the local impacts of climate change is also
more effective at engaging audiences than national or global information. In addition,
combining both emergency and hopeful components in the same message is an
effective method of communicating the challenge.’?

When communicating with different community sectors, specific messages and
trusted sources within those communities should be utilised. Specific audiences can
also be engaged by messages that speak to demographic differences in age, gender,
religion, income, education, political views or geographic location.3

The technological and economic case for a cost-effective transition has also been
made across many economic sectors and the costs of low-emission alternatives
continue to fall dramatically — including the cost of wind power, photovoltaics, solar
thermal and batteries, to name a few. The greatest potential comes from unexploited
opportunities in the electricity and land sectors, with further potential across the
industry, transport and buildings sectors.

The Foundation seeks to educate the community about the science and impacts of
climate change, while highlighting mitigation and adaptation opportunities. Increasing
understanding of the climate challenge by providing regular, accessible, evidence-
based information from trusted sources will allow all sectors of the community to
respond effectively.
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The Foundation’s support is focused on:

¢ Activities that effectively communicate the science and impacts of climate
change.

o Activities that communicate the solutions and highlight the mitigation and
adaptation opportunities, particularly those that demonstrate how the
transition to net-zero emissions is technologically and economically viable.

e Projects that support the implementation of innovative local transition
solutions that benefit the community.

The Foundation will consider other activities that address this outcome.

It is expected that these activities engage large numbers of people or specific
sectors that are critical to effective mitigation or adaptation solutions.

The Foundation is strongly outcome oriented and seeks evidence of results. There
is strong preference for evidence-based approaches that can demonstrate
effective engagement and, where possible, can show that the community is
reducing emissions or adapting to the changing climate as a result of the
communication activity.

Contact
Daniel Pediaditis

Senior Program Manager — Environment & Sustainability
Lord Mayor’s Charitable Foundation

@ 03 9633 0024

< daniel.pediaditis@Imcf.org.au
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